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EDITORIAL
Youth and the Church
First Part
The title is trite and unimaginative. The concern it suggests is not trite and not imaginative.
For most pastors the youth in the local congregation
offers the most challenge and the most frustrations. On the
other side there is probably no other group as vocal in
respect to their dissatisfaction with the church.
There are two ways to get at this problem. The one is to
criticize the church and list her sins of traditionalism, irrelevance, and hypocrisy. The other is to castigate the
youth for their non-conformity, rebelliousness, moral behaviour, and cynicism. Both methods are easy and are a
relief valve for adult frustrations. There is just enough
truth to make these approaches plausible. There is enough
half truth to make them unsatisfactory.
Perhaps it is time for each—the church and the youth—
to look objectively at the other in an effort for understanding.
An honest look would show that this generation is far
older than their years. Their formal education is more advanced. They not only think they know more than their
parents. They do know more. Their informal education
through television and their peers is far more sophisticated.
They know more about geology, psychology, sociology, and
history than we did at their age. They are asking questions
out loud that we felt guilty to even think. This is not bad.
In fact it is good. It does however create a problem for the
church.
This is a sensitive generation. There are some things for
which "they couldn't care less" but there are some things
about which they are greatly concerned. And these concerns do not always coincide with this generation's concern.
Their concerns are socially oriented. Injustice, privilege,
poverty, war and the like are evils which should not be
tolerated. While my generation was wearing coonskin coats,
driving sports cars, and swallowing gold fish this generation is marching and talking about the Peace Corps. Some
of their actions may be hard to understand but basically
we should be glad. But it does make problems for the
church.
This is a searching generation. Old answers are suspect.
This young generation has seen more already than former
generations in a life time. Heart transplants, space exploration, realism through the communication media, explosion
in learning, the crumbling of ancient institutions, and the
rise of peoples held in ignorance for millenniums. One is
reminded of the Renaissance and the ferment that resulted
in the Reformation and in our modern civilization. This
has resulted in understandable unrest and confusion and
perhaps tearfulness among the young. But the words of
Wordsworth come to mind:
Mirror Lake, Yosemite National Park. Photo Courtesy Union Pacific
Railroad.

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR

Volume LXXXII
Number 2
Official Organ of the Brethren in Christ
Church, published bi-weekly by Evangel Press,
Nappanee, Indiana, to whom subscriptions
should be sent.
Editor: John E. Zercher, Box 166, Nappanee,
Indiana 46550, to whom all material for publication should be sent.
Editorial Council: John E. Zercher, Editor;

(2)

"Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive
But to be young was very heaven."
I am sufficiently a part of my own generation to find
it easier to write about youth than to communicate with
them. I could wish they were as emotionally mature as they
are intellectually sophisticated. I wish they were as concerned about some things I am concerned about as some
of the things they consider important. I could wish that
they were willing to accept some of the answers to their
searching that we have found satisfactory. I could wish
that they would allow a sense of history to bear upon their
current concerns. This is part of the gap.
As pastors, teachers, youth leaders and parents we must
understand that the desirable qualities of this generation
are partly responsible for this gap. Rather than be critical
let us be thankful. Let us be positive rather than negative.
What we see as a problem is in fact an opportunity. What
seems like a liability is indeed an asset.
z
Note: The editorial will continue in the next issue.

<%na*n the Cdktat:
M a n y of our congregations, f o l l o w i n g the denominational
calendar, have designated the week of January 26-February
2 as Youth W e e k . Youth Week is similar to special days such
as Thanksgiving. It is important that we set aside a special
time on our calendar to emphasize the concern for which it
stands. But if is equally important that this concern is year
a r o u n d — f i f t y - t w o weeks in the year. It is not easy for the
church to communicate to today's youth. It is not easy for the
youth to understand the church. The editorial shares some
observations.
There are numerous and varied avenues of service
open to youth a n d adult both within the church a n d
outside. Indeed many ministries initially provided by the
church are now provided by the community or government.
A v a l i d and urgent question which this situation raises is w h a t
are the unique characteristics of Christian service? Peter Dyck
has given a life-time to Christian service and out of this
experience and his Christian understanding he seeks to
answer the question, " W h e n is service Christian?"
The writer of the Songs of Solomon suggests that it is
" t h e little foxes, that spoil the vines." Dr. Andrews, the
preacher on the Free Methodist denominational broadcast
makes a similar observation. In an age obsessed w i t h bigness
it remains true that vitality in our Christian life is determined
by our faithfulness to small but crucial details.
W e welcome to our pages again Rev. C. Ray Heisey w h o
shares w i t h us timely and timeless observations on a great
scriptural passage.
Not every pastor serves a church in a university t o w n as
does the pastor in the brief article "Jesus G o t Tired T o o . "
But except for that difference the emotional demands and
the schedule are typical of any pastor w h o is a pastor. I
could hope that G o d could use this glimpse into the life of
a pastor to speak to some young man concerning the pastoral
calling.
(Continued on page seven)
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When Is Service Christian?
Peter J. Dyck

We were walking through the display rooms of the
German Kirchentag, the annual conference of the Lutheran
Church, quietly looking at pictures and charts of the
church's activities at home and abroad, when a voice
shattered the stillness, "Menschen gesucht!" (Looking for
people).
It is no secret that of the three gifts the church has
for a needy world—personnel, material aid and moneypersonnel is the most valuable. Persons, trained and dedicated persons, are the key to successful programs in developing countries and elsewhere. Seeking by all means to
avoid being merely activists or do-gooders, we say that
service should have a plus quality; it is to be done "In the
name of Christ." But when is service Christian?
RESPONDING TO NEED

, In attempting to answer this question, we need to leave
our banquet tables and comfortable armchairs for a brief
look at the world around us—the world that challenges and
sometimes demands that we share what we have, including
ourselves.
When we are told that "with every tick of the clock
three more mouths are to be fed—two in areas where food
already does not suffice," we realize that the answer to the
world's growing food shortage is not a give-away program,
though sharing of our abundance is commendable and does
take the edge off emergency situations. The solution is
more food and less people.
Hunger and illiteracy are twins. A recent Saturday
Review article put it this way, "Illiteracy is directly related
to the world hunger problem, a grim companion to lagging
agricultural production." Four out of ten or a staggering
700 million people of the world are illiterate. Even more
disturbing is the fact that illiteracy instead of receding is
gaining. U.N. experts estimate that there are 200 million
more illiterates than there were five years ago.
Violence has become common place. Tensions build up
and erupt, at home and abroad. After Vietnam there will
be other Vietnams because the seeds of discord have already been sown. One of the by-products of these armed
conflicts is the refugee. Our time may not be remembered
in history as the Atomic Age or the Space Age but the Age
of the Refugee. Millions of helpless people have no place
they can call home.
To these needs the Christian is called to minister because (1) the need demands it; (2) God's love for us
constrains us; (3) our understanding of the Christian calling requires it. Our vocations may be many. Our calling
is one—to witness for Christ.

Rev. Dyck is under MCC assignment to Korea.
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BARRIERS TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE

There are some reasons why our ministry and witness
often are not as effective as they should be, why in fact
sometimes they are not Christian at all.
First, because of an over emphasis on activity and program. These are necessary but not first on a Christian
priority list. There is a basic order in Christian service
which cannot be changed without also changing the character of the service itself. The order is: first be, then do.
The order of first be, then do cannot be emphasized too
much. Before God can use us or do things in the world
through us, we must first let Him work in us and do something to us.
Secondly, pride is a frequent barrier to Christian service. Often pride accompanies achievement, the crassest
illustration of which is the so-called self-made man. Persons
growing up in churches with a strong emphasis on "come
ye apart" and "God's own people" may also find it difficult
to really identify with others not of the same theological
stripe and background. The first requisite for Christian
service is not love, but solidarity with the world. Love
without solidarity is nothing else but spiritual pride. I am
first of all, a person like other persons—Catholics, colored,
Muslims or Communists. Where this solidarity is denied or
played down there is also good reason to question the
quality of the love. Love is necessary if the service is to
be Christian, but love is a gift, not my gift to others, but
God's gift to me. And by His grace He may see fit through
me to love other men.
In the third place, wrong motives frequently block
Christian service. Why one volunteers is a more important
clue to evaluating service than the fact of having said,
"here am I, send me." Although selfless service brings rewards, service with the calculated thought of achieving
rewards such as happiness, self-fulfillment or "a star in the
crown" is bound to be a frustrating and futile experience.
In its last analysis, such rewards as personal happiness do
not depend on what a person does any more than on what
he has. Happiness depends ultimately on what a person
is.
Finally, the Christian dimension in service is muffled
because of a refusal to give oral testimony. It is an understandable reaction against too much emphasis on preaching
and not enough on doing, but it also reveals a lack of basic
understanding of how witnessing really takes place. While
the new emphasis is on action there is failure to understand
that the key word in witnessing is not "action" but "interaction." Without interaction of one person with another
there can be no communication, hence, no witnessing. It
cannot be done on a one-way street nor by pantomime. The
word is necessary to interpret the deed and the deed is
necessary to reinforce the word. They must not be
separated.
(Continued on page eleven)

(3)

AN AGE OF SUPERLATIVES
Robert F. Andrews

We live in an age of superlatives.
The advertising world has made us aware of the fact
that things are not just bigger or better or best anymore,
but they are fabulous, sensational, supercolossal and many
other terms which seek to impress the individual with
greatness.
One might be tempted to think we no longer live in
an age when little things really count, but don't you believe
it. Today as in the past those who are specializing in
courtship and romance have a way of appreciating the little
things that speak volumes—the shy, tender glances of lovers,
the little courtesies on the part of the gentleman (such as
opening the door, helping on with the coat, seating at the
table, taking time to call or write)—these are the small acts
of thoughtfulness which still really count in the school of
courtship and romance.
In business little things count too. Ask any employer
and he will assure you that such things as appearance,
voice and manners, attitudes, punctuality and honesty, are
often far more important to the success of an individual
than a gold-engraved diploma from one of the high-ranking universities of the land.
When it comes to sports, once again the little things
can mean the difference between winning and losing. Any
champion will tell you that the little habits derived from
conditioning and teamwork make possible the development
of stamina and skill which really pay off in the clutch
situation of the game.
In the Christian life, too, every victorious follower of
Jesus Christ knows that basic to his spiritual vitality are
three little matters of prayer, Bible study and witnessing.
Now anybody can pray. No special shrine or altar is
needed. One does not have to pay for the privilege to pray.
There are no great educational requirements nor specifications of social standing, race or color. The little child with
his simple, "Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray Thee,
Lord, my soul to keep," has just as available access to the
Throne of Grace as does the bishop of the church. Prayer
is one of the little things in the Christian's life which is so
vital that he will lose contact with God if he does not avail
himself of the privileges.
Although there are places in the world today where
people are unable to secure the Word of God in printed
form, still here in America the Bible is freely available to
persons in every walk of life. The danger lies in the fact
that it is such a common Book, and so readily available,
that people are tempted to feel it matters little whether
or not they read it: but for the spiritual life it is just as
necessary for nourishment as is physical food for the body.
Witnessing is such a common and ordinary aspect of
our lives that one would think it would be a simple matter
Rev. Andrews is pastor of the Light and Life Hour, the broadcast of the Free Methodist Church.
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for the Christian to do this little thing for his Lord—simply
to tell others what Jesus Christ has accomplished when He
forgave our sins and made us to become new creatures by
spiritual rebirth. It is so easy for us to tell about the wonderful things that happen to us, such as getting a raise at
the factory, purchasing a new house or car or boat, telling
of a new arrival in the family even to the color of eyes
and how much it weighs down to the very ounce. We
witness to the dependability of products. We tell about our
likes and dislikes—the books we read, the radio and television programs that we like, the places we visit and so
many, many other subjects of our conversation. But somehow it is different when it comes to telling about the
Lord Jesus Christ. Though it seems such a common and
ordinary and inconsequential matter just to talk about
someone or something we enjoy, too often when it comes to
witnessing for Jesus Christ, we fail in following through.
Now it is right at this point that the Christian must
really be on his guard. Even as successful spiritual living
depends for its vitality on the simple elements of prayer,
Bible-reading and witnessing in order to keep strong,
healthy and aggressive, so sin has its greatest appeal in
little things aimed at destroying the Christian's vitality.
I like the way J. B. Phillips translates the first verse of
the 12th chapter of Hebrews: "Let us strip off everything
that hinders us, as well as the sin which dogs our feet, and
let us run the race that we have to run with patience—our
eyes fixed on Jesus, the source and goal of our faith." In
this picture of the Christian race, we see sin not as a cJff
over which we fall; not as a wall against which we smash;
not as a chasm over which we cannot leap; nothing big
or great which would seemingly block our progress, rather
we see sin as the little dog that nips at our heels and snags
our shoestrings to slow us down and cause us to be constantly attempting to regain our balance. Satan is a master
at tempting us with little things, many times using even
legitimate activities to keep us from praying, reading our
Bibles and witnessing as faithfully as we should. If he
finds success in dogging our steps, then the way is open
for him to engineer our complete spiritual downfall through
other avenues of sin. One has only to think of the subtle
way in which the serpent used the forbidden fruit to appeal
to Eve; the spoils of victory in battle to compromise King
Saul; the wedge of gold and the Babylonian garment to
arouse covetousness in Achan, and the money from the sale
of property to destroy Ananias and Sapphira, in order to
realize how successful Satan has been with temptation to
sin in little matters.
My friend, if you are a Christian today, I am sure you
are increasingly aware of the fact that the devil is doing
his best to make you feel that the vital fundamentals of victorious Christian living are simply little things that no
longer count in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ. By
subtle, insinuative ways, he will arrange little things to
keep you from communing with God in prayer, feeding
upon His Word and witnessing to His salvation.
Evangelical Visitor

For the secret of victory in the race of life, I recommend the admonition of the writer to the Hebrews as he
urged us to "Lay aside every weight and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and to run with patience the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith." To you who are faithful in the little
things here in this fife, the time will come when you will
be able to hear Christ say, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful in a few things.
I will make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord."
Copyright by TRANSMITTER 1968. Used by permission.

The Everlasting Mercy
C. R. Heisetf
I read Ps. 103:17: "The mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting to them that fear Him," and
stood amazed in its presence.
From "everlasting to everlasting" is a long time. The
fact is it is longer than time. It is from eternity to eternity.
That would include everything in between. And this follows the evaluation of our duration "as dust" and the
withering "flower."
Concerning it, Spurgeon wrote, "How wonderful that
His mercy should fink our frailty with His eternity, and
make us everlasting too!
Isn't that wonderful! It is a part of the "Mystery of
the Gospel."
Spurgeon said more, "There is a condition suggested:
Do we fear Him? Our believing sons and their seed forever
will find the word of the Lord the same: to them will He
display His grace and bless them as He hath blessed us.
"Let us sing, then, for our posterity. The past commands our praise and the future invites. For our descendants let us sing as well as pray."
Children of the righteous are not, however, promised
the Lord's mercy without stipulation, as verse 18 suggests:
To such as keep His covenant and to those that remember
His commandments to do them. Thus parents must be
obedient and children too.
We are bidden here to abide by the covenant, and those
who run off to any other confidence than the finished
work of Jesus, are not among those who obey His precepts; those with whom the covenant is really made stand
firm to it; and having been made perfect in the Spirit they
do not seek to be made perfect in the flesh. The truly
godly keep the Lord's commands carefully—they "remember"; they observe them practically—"to do them."
Says the good preacher—these verses also suggest praise,
for who would wish the Lord to smile on those who will
not regard His ways? That were to encourage vice. From
the manner in which some men unguardedly preach the
covenant, one might infer that God would bless a certain
sect of men however they might live, and however they
might neglect His laws. But the Word teaches not so.
The Word is not legal, but it is holy. It is all of grace
from -first to last; yet it is no panderer to sin; on the
contrary, one of its greatest promises is, "I will put my
law in their hearts and upon their minds will I write
January 27, 1969

them": its general aim is the sanctifying of a people unto
God zealous of good works, and in all its gifts and operations works in that direction.
Faith keeps the covenant by looking alone to Jesus,
while at the same time, by earnest obedience remembers
the Lord's commands ,to do them.
I think I hear pastor James say, "That's good preaching,
we need more of it."

Jesus Got Tired Too
In a letter to his congregation the Rev. Robert A.
Thomas, pastor of the University Christian Church, Seattle,
revealed the degree of pressure on clergymen today. He
wrote:
"The pastor of a large urban church is involved in an
incredible variety of relationships and activities.
"This morning I talked to a young man whose marriage
has disintegrated, a young couple whose baby of a few
months had just died and a middle-aged man whose
physical and emotional problems have incapacitated him
for years.
"I had already been here long enough to prepare the
copy for Sunday's order of worship, write several pieces
for The Visitor (the church bulletin) and share an early
cup of coffee with some of the staff.
"As soon as this is finished I go to the university for
a meeting. After that I conduct a funeral service in the
chapel and a burial service at the cemetery.
"Then I will make three calls at downtown hospitals,
one on a very old lady, another on a lovely young woman
who has endured more suffering in her brief years than
anybody I have known and a third on a teacher whose
immediate physical problem has not been diagnosed.
"Then it's home for a brief dinner hour followed by a
committee meeting tonight . . .
"We go from rejoicing at the birth of a new baby to
sharing with a family in its loss of a loved one to listening
to a student tell of exciting discoveries . . . to listening
to a member of the congregation fume about ' h i p p i e s ' . . . to
woriy with the business manager about a financial problem
. . . to chairing a board meeting of a large social agency
to times of meditation and study."

PASTORS-

REVISED DRAFT MANUAL NOW AVAILABLE
Copies of the revised Draft Manual are now available. All counselors should have at hand the new
Draft Manual for a comprehensive treatment of pertinent Selective Service law, regulations and memorandums. Also included in the 200-page Manual are
interpretive comments, sample Selective Service
forms, procedural explanations, information for concientious objectors seeking discharge from the armed
services and a list of state Selective Service directors.
Prepared by the Peace Section of the Mennonite
Central Committee, the Manual costs $1.00, plus
postage. Copies can be ordered from MCC Peace
Section, Akron, Pa. 17501.
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God
Is
Working
"Saved to tell others."
This is only one of the reasons.

Out

"What are churches for, but to produce and sustain missionaries?
What is education for, but to train and equip missionaries?
What is business for, but to provide the wherewithal?
What is life for, but to fulfill the Commission of our Lord?"

His
Purpose

There's a ring about these slogans that reminds one of the reason for growing
corn in Iowa—to feed more pigs, to manure more land, to grow more corn, to feed
more pigs.
We do an injustice to the infinitely glorious purposes of God in such a
merry-go-round of slogans. Peter, writing by inspiration, tells us we are "a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood . . . that we should show forth the praises
of Him who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light." In the ages
to come, says Paul, God is to show "the exceeding riches of His grace in his
kindness toward us through Jesus Christ." The wonder, the height and depth
of His purposes in grace are to be our food and drink, to add holy lustre to our
lives, making others long for another dimension to their naturalistic lives.
If our hearts are empty of the Glory, neither slogans, methods, zeal, nor
"soul-winning" campaigns are going to succeed.

"For in HIM are hidden all
the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge."

(6)

That is why Brethren in Christ Missions not only seek to gather converts
but also to feed them and to help them grow up in Christ in all things—spiritual,
intellectual, social, physical. This involves a varied program.
The deeper reaches of God's plans call for retreats and quiet hours for
missionaries and nationals—for Bible study, heart-searching, prayer, and fellowship ministries—to help leaders and laity maintain a spiritual glow and an
effective witness.
Evangelical Visitor

God is Working —
Chain reaction—the way God planned it:
". . . my son, be strong with the strength Christ Jesus
gives you.
"For you must teach others the things which you and
many witnesses have heard me speak about. Teach these
great truths to trustworthy men who will, in turn, pass
them on to others." II Tim. 2:2, "Living Letters"
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS

(Opposite page) In the informal setting and fellowship of the
Annual Leadership Retreat—between Christmas and New Years—
for ordained African ministers and their wives, the Bishops and
their wives, and the Bible Institute Staff many questions related to
a closer walk with Christ and to godly living are freely discussed.

Newsgrams From INDIA
Visit to Capital of Assam and Close-up of Shillong Penetration
Plan
Since the border troubles in 1962 it has been necessary
to have a permit to go into Shillong, capital of the
easternmost state of India, a n d so w e had to go via Calcutta
. . . It was late Saturday evening when w e arrived at the
Baptist Mission Vacation House where w e had an apartment
reserved.
Sunday morning after about two hours of walking and
inquiring for an English church service we found ourselves at
a large canvas covered meeting place . . . There would be an
English service at 1:30 p.m. To sit with an audience of 6 , 0 0 0 ,
singing English hymns, and to see people responding to the
invitation to accept Christ, was a spiritual uplift.
There was the joy of fellowship in a local Khas'i Christian home where w e met leaders and workers in this
Shillong Penetration Plan, n o w in the f i n a l phase w i t h this
8 days of meetings . . . during the next five days w e met
in the morning Bible study a n d prayer time w i t h up to 4 0 0
w h o came there before g o i n g to their offices a n d schools;
in the evenings, w i t h 3,000 to 4 , 0 0 0 ; in the final meeting,
with over 6,000 (some reports said 1 0 , 0 0 0 ) .
The warmth of the N a g a Student Fellowship on a
Sunday afternoon is another happy memory; 2 2 5 gave close
attention to the Word. Then there were the more informal
meetings with a group of Mizo young people during a choir
practice. In both these contacts there were those who said,
"Pray for us in our office, in the university, that we may
witness and bring others to Christ." W e were told that in
1972 the Nagas will celebrate the centennial of missionary
work in N a g a l a n d . Their slogan is: " N a g a l a n d for Christ by
1972!"
— E r m a Hare
Various items
November 16, a second daughter to George a n d Verna
(nee G i b b l e ) Conklin was born at M a d h i p u r a Christian
Hospital. The Conklins are in India f o r a year w h i l e G e o r g e
is pursuing studies f o r his doctorate degree.
Cheryl Sider returned from Woodstock School, Dec. 7 ,
not having seen her parents for four monihs—a long time
for a girl just turned eight in November! Her cousins Anna
and Mark could hardly wait for her arrival.
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Over cups of tea the discussion continues during the Leadership
Retreat. This retreat is held in Hillsides Missionary Home, near
Bulawayo, made available through the courtesy of a long-time
friend of missions.

The Purnea Church is nearly f i n i s h e d — w i t h dedication
scheduled for Dec. 2 2 . Up 'til now, the Christians here have
worshipped either at Patras' house or in a room of the hostel.
Christmas tour is scheduled to begin December 2 4 ,
closing with an all-night meeting on the 28th.

—Ethel Sider

From official report to OXFAM Headquarters
The area 3 0 miles west of Purnea (Barharda a n d Dumd a h a Blocks) has been seriously affected—homes destroyed,
rice crops f l a t t e n e d , a n d roads a n d irrigation canal banks
cut by the f l o w i n g f l o o d waters. To d a t e 200 families have
been assisted with cash donations . . .
135 families from 3 villages in the Purnea area have
each received Rs. 35 (nearly $ 5 ) for reconstruction of their
homes. In these villages the damage was done, not from
the swift flowing waters, but from the rising water which
simply "melted" the mud walls of the villagers' homes.
Government officials on the local level have guided me
in the selection of the needy areas a n d I have then made
direct payment to each villager individually. W i t h i n a f e w
days each f a m i l y w i l l be given between Rs. 10-15 more,
plus a blanket.
OXFAM's assistance in this relief programme is deeply
appreciated.
— J o h n Sider
Three key matters this fall have required considerable work
on Harvey's p a r t : relief aid during the floods which affected
1,500,000 in Purnea a l o n e ; teaching in the new Theological Training Institute at Banmankhi, October-November;
and setting up the new Pastoral Self-support Program f o r
the Indian Church.
— E r m a Sider

From the Editor
(Continued from p a g e t w o )
Rev. Luke Keefer shares with the African Church not only
in the classroom but at retreats as w e l l . Read about this part
o f African Church life in " G o d is W o r k i n g Out His Purpose."
I recall the d a y w h e n a group o f youth w h o w e n t out f o r
a ministry or a service were known as a " G o s p e l T e a m . " N o w
they are " G o d Squads." Whatever they are called let us be
g l a d the Gospel is being made known in w o r d a n d action.
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Allegheny Youth Protest
Robert Barr
There has been much said about our "Now" generation
and particularly about the lack of concern of the youth in
and for our churches. We would like for you to judge with
an open mind and honestly evaluate our youths' concerns.
The article you are about to read is true and all
characters are real. Some months ago the Youth of the
Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church realized the need for
more fellowship within the denomination. How to develop
this, was the question. They began to lay plans for a
rally of the southern area of the Conference which included
some 18 churches. It was decided to have a picnic type
rally with three purposes:
1. Christian Fellowship
3. Discuss the teenage problems
3. Meditation on our relationship with Christ
The program was planned in the following way: in
September a questionnaire was sent to each of the 18
churches in the area to get a feeling from the pastors and
Youth Directors about such a rally. The results were
encouraging in that only one of the 18 churches did not
feel that such a program was necessary. A few weeks
later, posters, letters explaining the picnic, and a postcard
which was to be returned indicating the number that would
attend from each church was sent. The survey showed
that our potential for the rally was about 200 teenagers.
The returnable postcards listed a possible 160 would be
in attendance.
During this time the officers of the Carlisle Christ's
Crusaders were planning for the October 12 picnic. They
came up with this format: from 2:00-2:30 Registration.
Each person was asked to donate 50 cents to cover the
evening meal. At the time of registration each youth was
given a name tag with a number on it. The number
indicated the group which they would be with for the
day's activities. This had two purposes—one, to be a mixer
and two, to have everyone assigned to a group for organization or games and discussions.
There were 8 groups with a captain for each one. There
were 120 who registered, giving each group about 15
individuals.
The program continued from 2:30-3:00 with mixer-type
games. From 3:00-4:30 team games were played, rotating
the groups during this time.
The program included a discussion group from 4:305:15 on problems that teens have in witnessing for Christ
to other teens. From 5:15-6:00 all the hot dogs, baked
beans, potato chips and cake and drink you wanted were
served by some of the church ladies. It was planned to
have free time from 6:00-6:30 except for a few who were
picked to make up a choir for the campfire. Also a representative from each church met with Robert Barr, director
of the Carlisle youth group, to discuss the possibility of
other rallies. All representatives were enthusiastic about
(8)

another rally, and the Hollowell youth volunteered to
promote one in March.
The climax of the day was a campfire with Rev. John
Schock as song leader and Rev. Lane Hostetter as speaker.
The youth were challenged to "run a good race" for the
cause of Christ.
The youth did something! Let's evaluate such a program. It gives the youth a project to unite their energies,
it builds a fellowship between the future leaders of our
church, and it should make each adult aware of the efforts
we must put forth to promote the youth program in our
church.
44

GOD SQUADS"
Warren Hoffman

If the Los Angeles Police Department can have a Mod
Squad, the Upland High School Department can have
"God Squads." At least that's what the Crusaders decided
as they participated in their last meeting.
On Sunday afternoon, November 17, the Crusaders of
the Upland congregation divided into five God Squads,
each with a teen leader and several Crusaders, and spread
out over the community. One squad presented a musical
program at a nearby hospital for the crippled and then
served punch to the children and visiting parents who
had gathered for the program. Another squad shared in a
Sunday School effort in a poor section of Upland. A number of the Crusaders concentrated on Upland's senior
citizens, visiting two rest homes and several private homes.
Yet another squad toured a home for handicapped children
and then played with the children and read stories to
them (the younger ones, that is).
After this full afternoon the Squads gathered at Curtis
Byer's home to share their experiences and to fill empty
stomachs with barbeques and ice cream. As Crusader chairman, Bill Dunn, led the discussion, each squad described
their activities and impressions with the other Crusaders.
Some incidents were humorous, others were heart-rending.
We got a glimpse of the manifold needs right at our doorsteps. We learned that already some of our Crusaders
are serving. One of our number is a "volunteen" at the
Upland Convalescent Home. Another is organizing a drive
to gather toys and clothes for poor children in Watts.
Several intend to continue visiting the handicapped children on a weekly basis.
We may not be as mature as some people would like.
We may still have years of preparation ahead of us. But
there are some things we can do to serve God Now. And
we're going to do them!
Evangelical Visitor

SUNDAY SCHOOL

EDUCATION
School

-

Home

Teaching Takes Time!
M. Edward Clark

|

How long does it take to "teach a lesson"?
THERE IS REALLY no one answer to that question.
It may take a few seconds or it may take forever, for teaching is related to a number of variables of which time is but
one. These variables include the leader, the group of
people, the nature of the curriculum material, the "life
context" of all those involved.
Quality teaching requires an awareness of these variables and capitalizes on them whenever possible. Many of
the variables are things over which the leader or teacher
has no control. However, there is one aspect of quality
teaching over which the church, if not the individual
teacher, does have control and that is the length of time
that is set aside for the teaching-learning experience.
And while there may be exceptions, it is generally true
that quality education requires a substantial amount of
time for the teacher and the group to be together.
Christian education is aimed at changing the lives of
people. But change takes place only from the inside out.
This means that quality education demands the active
participation of the learner.
For example, it takes only a few minutes to read the
Sermon on the Mount. Its concepts can be "taught" intellectually in a short time. But this kind of "information
teaching" is only a small part of the total scope of Christian
education. By itself it may result in nothing more than
better informed and more self-righteous pagans.
Quality teaching goes far beyond this kind of information giving, and it does so by involving the learner in ways
that get at his feelings and emotions as well as his intellect.
Teaching, then, becomes a process in which a group of
people is engaged. And this kind of involvement requires
a significant amount of time for the group or class to be
together.
What length of time?
It all depends on what you want to happen. If no one
wants or expects anything of significance to happen, then
the time factor isn't very important. Under such circumstances a half hour may be too long.
But if you expect people to become involved, to share
out of the well of their life experiences, to listen expectantly
to each other, to wrestle with their own life meanings, to
cultivate an awareness of feelings as well as words, to deal
realistically with the recurring life issues (rather than a
lesson), this kind of teaching-learning experience takes
time.
To believe that this kind of involvement relationship
can take place in half an hour is obviously unrealistic. A
one-hour session is probably the absolute minimum and
an hour and a half or two hours is much to be preferred.
"The essence of this kind of teaching-learning experience
is the development of significant interpersonal relationships
within the group. This is true whatever the age level.
January 27, 1969

Many churches have seen the necessity for expanded
church school sessions for children that last for two hours
or more. This makes possible the development of relationships that become significant in the life of the child. This
is especially important for younger children.
Youth and adults also need significant blocks of time
for participation in the teaching-learning experience. If
such blocks of time of one hour or more cannot be made
available on Sunday morning, then it may be necessary to
establish other periods when such blocks of time are
available.
A week night session for youth or adults would have
numerous advantages. For one thing, they would not be
bogged down with the images that we carry with us on
Sunday morning. Thus more freedom and interaction
would quite likely be possible.
Longer sessions with more involvement have implications for both the teacher and other members of the group.
No teacher ought to conceive his task as a one-hour lecture
session. This kind of "teaching" is becoming suspect in
schools of all kinds. It is a hangover from the days when
books were not readily available and the "teacher" had
what few books there were.
The teacher's role in participation-relational teaching is
one of stimulator and guide. In this kind of situation, each
person is a teacher-learner and this includes the person
designated as "teacher."
Some educational theory is involved in this approach.
The theory is that one of the important ways that people
learn is through the process of verbalizing and acting out
their ideas and concepts. A person may not really know
what he thinks or how he feels about a "persistent life
issue" until he has had the opportunity to put his thoughts
or feelings into words or until he has acted out his beliefs.
Once he has put them into words or acted upon them,
then he is in a position to get feedback from others. In
turn this may cause him to think more about the issue and
clarify or modify what he has said, or how he thinks, or
the way he feels, or his behavior.
For this kind of involvement to happen, it is necessary
for people to know each other. This in itself takes time. It
is necessary that they be able to speak in trust as one
freedom to another freedom. Only in this kind of setting
are we able to take the risk of being honest with ourselves
and with each other. There really isn't much point in one
person wearing a mask and talking to another person who
is also wearing a mask. And it is necessary to act out our
ideas in the world.
In the last analysis it comes down to whether or not
we really care. If we care, it's worth the necessary time
and we will find it. If we don't really care, then probably
what we do is a waste of time and not worth doing.
Copyright by Baptist Leader. Reprinted by permission.
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Mary Olive

Lady

Enplaned for Africa January 15, Mary Olive Lady (Zambia)
and Ruth Hock (Returning to Rhodesia). Miss Lady (left) shares in
the article on this page her call to Christ and the mission field.

Not having recently printed a recruit's testimony and call,
as recorded on the form required of our missionary applicants,
we asked Mary Olive's permission to share this one with you.
Ten years as a missionary among the Navajos makes her
"story" a little different from most; but its warm testimony
to God's leading is not exceptional among other applications
in our files. Page Ed.

MY CHILDHOOD was spent on a Kansas farm in a home
where Christ was honored and a lively interest was taken
in Missions and Church affairs. Other interests developed
in the home and at school were piano, literature, and in
current events.
I was converted as a young child but experienced a
period of unrest during my teen-age years. It was while
studying the Bible in preparation for teaching a summer
Bible School class that I was filled with a complete assurance of His presence in my life and was led to a discovery
of clear Scriptural foundations for what I believe.
Even before I can remember, my parents were sacrificing and planning so that each one of their children could
have a college education at our Christian schools, knowing
that this was a legacy we would value far above material
possessions.
Without in any way underrating the importance of these
early influences, I would say that the most significant
experiences of growing into a deeper sense of His presence
took place while serving at the Navajo Mission. I am deeply
indebted to skillful and spiritual leadership, as well as the
helpful concern of fellow staff members, in helping me
weather the sometimes difficult periods of adjustment.
Inadequacies and frustrations have been gradually replaced
by a growing concept of what it means to be "complete
in Him." Working with Navajo young people provided the
ideal setting for practical outworking of the Christian walk,
in confronting day by day the realities of life.
These associations have also deepened my respect and
appreciation for people of another race and culture. My
life has been immeasurably enriched by what I have
learned from the Navajo people.
(10)

Having tasted the joys of Christian service, I was not
surprised—but instead delighted—when I felt that the Lord
was leading me to Africa. Again this will be a time of
learning and adjustments. As we seek to fulfill His command to "Go . . . teaching . . ." we rejoice that "His
strength is made perfect in weakness"—and it is God Who
worketh in us "both to will and to do of His good pleasure."
The Content of My Christian Message
(Miss Lady was also asked to describe in her own words her
basic Christian convictions, covering certain stated points:
"Your idea of God and His relation to our world, the redemptive work of Christ . . . the work of the Holy Spirit, etc.)

Man was created to glorify God in an active relationship
with his Creator. Through sin this fellowship was marred
and broken, condemning man to death and punishment.
God, in an act of supreme love, sent his Son Jesus Christ
as a sacrifice for sin, bringing forgiveness, Life, and hope.
In the power of the resurrected Christ, sin, evil, and death
have been conquered.
When Christ is enthroned in the heart of a believer, it
is by right of creation, by right of redemption, by right
of everything that God is. His presence is welcomed as an
integral part of our inner being and personality. Being a
Christian is learning to love as He loved and to live as
He lived. It is the Holy Spirit, with His indwelling presence, that enables the Christian with increasing faith to
appropriate Christ more fully and consciously. Holiness of
life also calls for a denial of self, no complacency with sin,
and a bringing of human desires into divine alignment.
Abiding in Christ requires diligence and cultivation
through thanksgiving, prayerfulness and disciplined study
of his Word—claiming its promises and heeding its warnings. The Holy Spirit uses God's Word to minister to our
inner needs, to renew our minds and transform us into the
image of Christ. Prayer is the Christian's vital breath.
Short momentary prayers throughout the day, even while
at work, help to remind us of the One on whom our life
depends.
Evangelical Visitor

The Christian walk calls for a total commitment that
transcends loyalty to family and state. "Ye are not your
own, ye are bought tvith a price" applies to every area of
life. Christ, who bore His cross, calls us to shoulder our
own cross and follow Him into the world in a ministry of
reconciling men to God and to each other. Christ's ministry
not only included forgiveness of sins, but a concern for
men's physical needs. His followers cannot be content in
society as long as human beings are in want or oppressed.
Faith, if it hath not works is dead.
As a member of the body of Christ, the Christian Lfe
is a corporate venture with fellow Christians. The fellowship of the Church involves discipline, growth, and crystallization of purpose—purpose which will find its ultimate
fulfillment in the return of Jesus Christ. Our present fellowship with Christ and His followers is rich and triumphant—but it is only the starting point of the full fellowship
in eternity.

Christian Service
(Continued from page three)
CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE
It is often assumed that one can or ought to be able
to tell the difference between Christian and non-Christian
service. This is by no means as obvious or simple as it may
appear. The difficulty arises in part, from the fact that the
term "Christian" can hardly be applied to an act. It is best
applied only to a person. We can say with reasonable confidence that service is Christian because of the person's
relationship to Jesus Christ, but where that relationship
does not exist the same service should rather be described
as being "Christ-like." The following is not a listing of
absolutes, but clues, not final criteria, but guideposts.
Service is Christian when there are no strings attached.
Much of the help given by governments to developing
nations is calculated philanthropy. Other nations need help.
We need more partners in the economic realm and friends
in the political sphere.
While this calculated stance may shock some people
it is in fact characteristic of government help anywhere. Is
it bad, perhaps evil? Not at all. It is good as far as it goes
and is best described as "enlightened self-interest." The
American government's give-away program, and the Peace
Corps are in this category. They are good but obviously
less than Christian.
Nor does the same calculated method become anymore
sanctified when the intention is to win people to loftier
causes such as the church or Jesus Christ. Bait is bait and
tactical maneuver is just that regardless how piously expressed.
For service without a "hidden agenda" Jesus himself is
the suberb example. Surely the incarnation was not a
tactical maneuver to win men to God. Christ gave himself
unreservedly so that others might live, regardless of men's
response.
Service is Christian when given in glad response to God.
John says, "We love, because He first loved us." There is
no more succinct way of saying it. To the non-Christian
this -is unintelligible. He has neither heard nor responded
to a call of Christ, hence, cannot understand service that
is neither prompted by the desire for personal reward nor
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the humanitarian impulse. Much can be said for this humanitarian impulse, the "milk of human kindness," but it
is not of the highest quality. Sometimes in fact it is all
Holstein milk, thin and transparent. Service is infinitely
richer when the vertical dimension is added to the horizontal, when it is a tangible expression of gratitude to God
for one's own salvation through Jesus Christ.
Service is Christian when it seeks to generate faith in
God. This is not a string attached. What was said earlier
about strings must stand. Seeking to generate faith in God
is a recognition that man's needs are not all physical, that
he does not live by bread alone. When there are strings
these are attached to the service or the gift in such a way
that the recipient is not free, he is like a fish caught by bait
on a line, like the refugees who have been helped with the
expectation of becoming economic partners and political
allies of their "benefactors."
But when one seeks in addition to gifts and service to
generate faith in God, that is not an attempt to pull the
recipient to oneself but to bring him into a meaningful
relationship to God. The intent is not some benefit for the
servant but a greater benefit to the recipient. It is coveting
for him all that God through Christ has meant for the
servant—wholeness, joy, peace, and purposeful living.
Service is Christian when it seeks to reconcile, when it
builds community. The greatest need of the world today
is for reconciliation. Arabs, Jews, communists, capitalists,
colored and whites, all are at each other. Reconciliation is
also the heart of the gospel. The church has sometimes
emphasized only vertical reconciliation of man to God,
teaching that "God was in Christ reconciling the world
to Himself" but failed to stress that peace with God must
lead to peace with the brother. "If anyone says, 'I love
God' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does
not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God
whom he has not seen." In Jesus' teaching love for God
and love for man are inseparable. "You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind . . . you shall love your neighbor as
yourself."
With some wonderful exceptions, the church has failed
to be God's instrument for peace in the world. It should
surprise no one that non-Christian nations of Asia and
Africa are reluctant to embrace Christianity, because after
two world wars and the present conflicts, Christianity
appears to them to be a religion of violence, if not in theory
then in practice. They are not impressed and will not be
wooed to a religion that holds its holy book, the Bible, in
one hand and the bomb in the other. While governments
advocate keeping the peace through a balance of power
and armed preparedness, the disciple of Christ ought to
know only the way of the cross. Peter once rejected the
cross as an incongruity but later it became for him "both
the power to salvation and the pattern for saved men to
follow. It was both the way TO life and the way OF life."
For service to be Christian it is necessary that the intent
of reconciliation be there.
Henry Drummond, that great Scottish explorer and
lecturer, wrote something 100 years ago that we need to
hear again. "It is a very easy thing to toss a copper to a
beggar on the street" he said. "It is generally an easier
thing than not to do it. Yet, love is just as often in the
withholding. We purchase relief from the sympathetic
feelings aroused by the spectacle of misery at the beggar's
cost. It is too cheap—too cheap for us, and often too dear
for the beggar. If we really loved him we would either do
more for him, or less."
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pulp.lt and Pew>
Can We Awake the Sleeping Giant?
Just the other day, a friend of mine who is a man of the pew
asked me as a habitue of the pulpit, "What is the problem with our
churches today? And what can be done about it?" Now there are
many good traditional answers to that question. One of the main
ones which is still so true is that we need a fresh outpouring of the
Holy Spirit of God on the Church, a reviving, renewing double
portion from above. But there are some considerations beyond that
calling for our attention as well.
In this issue of Pulpit and Pew, therefore, we are going to listen
to one man's answer in pertinent excerpts from an article—

This article which appeared in the July 5, 1968, issue of
Christianity Today, was written by Ronn Spargur, churchman of Denver, Colorado, who provides public-relations
counsel of non-profit organizations. He speaks in answer to
our query, therefore as a man of the pew and says:
THE MAIN PROBLEM with the contemporary church
is not that some are saying God is dead, nor that the redemptive thrust of the Gospel has been dulled by the
over-emphasis on social action, nor even that theologians,
ministers, and ecumenical organizers are hanging crepe.
The problem is that the man in the pew has lost interest
in doing anything about the main challenges confronting
the Church today.
And if the man in the pew is uninterested, the parish
church will die, if it has not already done so. If the man
in the pew does not exercise his individual Christian responsibility toward others who are not Christians, if he
does not give tangible meaning to his asserted belief that
he should love his brother as himself, then God will, for
all modern intents and purposes have been killed by the
very ones who call themselves His children.
Here is the Church's weakest link; those who confess
Christ and then do nothing for Him. If the clergy share the
guilt, it is because they have made it easy for church
members to shirk their Christian responsibility. Many
have, intentionally or not, promulgated the immoral theory
that church members can give their way into heaven without ever moving from the pew; that they can feed Christ's
sheep with dollars and cents alone; that they can love their
neighbors by putting crisp, green bills in clean, white
envelopes, without troubling themselves over the continuing problems. Christians share their money fairly readily.
But the most important thing they have to share, belief in
a redeeming Lord, is hidden away somewhere, to be uncovered only when piety demands it.
Today the Church is at a tragic impasse. It has more
buildings, more money, more members than ever; but is
less involved than ever, less concerned that individual reach
individual. It is less an example of the redemptive work
of Christ.
. . . When a man becomes a Christian, he accepts a
gift he cannot buy. Being a Christian, he gives that gift
away time and time again as part of the redemptive effort
Christ demands of the Church. But too many church
members think giving that gift away means worrying about
the' mortgage on the sanctuary, replacing hymnbooks, reorganizing circles, planning all-church picnics, and going
to choir rehearsal.
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. . . The usual approach to missions, evangelism, and
other areas of spiritual concern has reinforced among
church members the feeling that personal involvement is
not necessary. In the national climate of a government
moving toward socialism, the Church too seems to be
moving away from individual action. The tendency is
reinforced by newspaper editorials, television documentaries, and social-science classes. It is also reinforced by
literate social critics who say, "Society is the cause of all
our ills." "Society must find the answers." "Society must
produce the ways and means to help man lift himself by
his bootstraps."
But social vices will never be corrected by mass social
attack. Individuals must focus on specific problems and
reach other individuals. Prejudice will vanish, not when
more jobs are created for people stigmatized by race, but
when individuals learn that Christ meant what He said
about loving our neighbors as ourselves, and that if we
do not love our neighbors we do not really love God.
The question is, then, how to wake up the man in the
pew, charge his interest with direct current, open his eyes,
make him get up and start walking toward responsibility.
One way is for the Church itself to stop walking away
from its social obligation. Once the Church was the axis
on which all charitable activities turned. The sick, the
destitute, the poor in spirit and pocket, the ravaged of
mind and body, could find spiritual solace and physical
relief flowing from the Church. The help was as sweet as
fresh spring water. It had no restrictions, no political
motivations. The Church could again be this new Samaritan, binding up old, festering wounds. Too often, however,
it appears to be getting out of the business of helping
people while at the same time it preaches involvement in
racial and economic problems. Some denominations are
saying that their institutions for care of the aged, the
orphaned, and the physically and mentally downtrodden
should be self-sustaining, should not come to the Church
for support but should look to the government. Meanwhile
laymen nap in their pews and dream about burning the
mortgage.
Every single challenge the Church faces today is a
challenge it has faced before. . . .
Unless church members begin to act like Christians and
respond individually to individuals, the atrophy will continue. And if this happens, it seems certain that the parish
church will die, and God will be hidden in the vestments
of a collective giant weighted down by the staggering
problems of administrating a church for people who attend
by rote and who have forgotten that at the bottom of the
sanctuary, held down by mass inertia, there is a Christ who
would make men whole and transform a world into His
image.
There are countless possibilities for confrontation. There
are countless channels through which God's people can
take God's Word to others and at the same time help solve
the crying social needs of this and every age. But God's
people must take the initiative to do it.
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, defended himself
before the Sanhedrin by indicting Israel. He said:
How stubborn you are! How heathen your hearts, how
deaf you are to God's message. You are just like your
ancestors: you, too, have always resisted the Holy
Spirit!
The indictment of Stephen rests as heavily on the heads
of Christians now as it did upon the heads of the Sanhedrin
then.
Evangelical Visitor

Evangelicals
and
Contemporary Affairs
Robert G. Clouse, et ah, Protest and Politics: Christianity and Contemporary Affairs, Greenwood, South Carolina: The Attic Press, Inc.,
1968, pp. 1-271. Reviewed by Martin H. Schrag, Messiah College.
David Moberg, in his excellent book, Inasmuch, suggests Evangelicals have long been concerned with such ethical issues as
drinking, smoking, gambling and sex but only now are they beginning to awaken to such problems as poverty, racial conflicts, nuclear
warfare and t h e population explosion. T h e young Evangelicals writing this book, Protest and Politics (each chapter is by a different
author), are seeking to arouse the faithful by probing the current
issues of political involvement, the Radical Right, the American
military establishment, war, the welfare state, civil rights, religion
in the public schools, the population explosion, Communism, the
Israeli-Arab conflict and the Vietnam war.
The authors, seven of whom are historians and four political
scientists, in most instances are on the teaching faculties of state
universities. The readers of the Evangelical Visitor will be interested to know that one chapter is written by a Brethren in Christ
member, Dr. Donald Pitzer, Assistant Professor of History at Indiana
State University, Evansville Campus. The best known of the penmen, writing the first chapter, is Senator Mark Hatfield.
The foundational concern of those who conceived this project
was that in the rising tempo of concern about political, economic
and social injustice, in which theological liberals are doing significant
work, Evangelicals are conspicuous by their absence. It is the belief
of the architects of Protest and Politics that Evangelicals must
creatively apply their understanding of the faith to social ills of
modern man.
The basic reason for the lack of Evangelical involvement, it is
believed lies in the fact that Evangelicalism has been tied too
closely to "doctrinaire political conservatism." (p. 2) This reviewer
agrees for nothing has so distorted Evangelical social ethics as the
Evangelical alliance with political and social conservatism. It has
allowed the Evangelical to religiously hold to his nineteenth century
ethical views and shielded him from the creative, yet demanding,
task of applying the Christian faith to the problems uniquely
focused in the twentieth century.
Protest and Politics points up the need of Christians in public
service, suggests Christians should exercise the franchise, delineates
the threat of the Radical Right, focuses the dangers of American
militarism, touches on the unchristian natvire of war, emphasizes the
rightful place of the state in meeting the economic needs of its
citizens (for the welfare state), stresses both the moral and spiritual
responsibility of Evangelicals to support the current movement for
racial equality, argues against "sectarian" religious instruction in
the public school, outlines the need of containing the population
explosion, pleads for a mature, realistic evaluation of Communism,
indicates the need for objectivity in the Israeli-Arab conflict and

CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The Christ's Crusaders sponsored a Harvest
Home service November 24, 1968, in the
Saxton Brethren in Christ Church. After the
program a generous food donation was given
to Pastor Agee and family and to S. Iola Dixon.
The Men's Fellowship had as their guest
speaker Mr. Richard Witmer of Millersburg,
Pa., who gave a message entitled, "How Men
Can Witness." "The Coming of the King" was
the theme of the Saxton Christ's Crusaders
Christmas program. Following the program 48
persons participated in carolling in rain mixed
with snow. The evening climaxed at the parsonage where the group were served refreshments.
The Fairview Avenue Christ's Crusaders,
Waynesboro, Pa., presented on December 22
the play "To All People" written by Edith
Chaffee. Seventy-two adults attended the annual Christmas party held at the Zullinger
Community Building, December 10. A turkey
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advocates the deescalation and the ending of the war in Vietnam.
The book has several strong points. Since t h e authors are
historians and political scientists, most of the chapters begin with
an excellent, albeit brief, historical introduction to the problem
considered. The men are usually specialists in the field in which
they concentrate; this means they are equipped to competently
handle their subject. The effort to deal objectively with the data is
commendable.
The writers do not discard the historic Evangelical emphasis on
the new birth but they with equal clarity perceive that such a new
orientation involves recreated social, economic and polical attitudes. The Christian faith includes social responsibility; spirituality
can not be divorced from ethics. The men are not satisfied with the
societal "status quo." They are not fearful that the new social forces
will result in anarchy but rather see that these new social forces can
be channeled into creative possibilities, ushering in higher degrees
of social justice and peace. Seeing God at work, these men do not
despair.
In this excellent book, one wonders why no theologisna (Biblical,
historical or systematic) were included among the writers. Is it that
virtually all Evangelical theologians are too closely tied to political
and social conservatism? The contribution of theologians would
have been that of more fully delineating the theological structures
and implications of the positions taken. There is the question, by
way of example, of under what eschatological orientation were the
writers operating. There is no doubt but that this book, Protest and
Politics has focused a major task for the theologians. What is the
theological basis for social involvement?
A major weakness of the book is a lack of understanding regarding the doctrines of the church. Evangelicals, as is true of liberals,
when they begin thinking about social responsibility do it in terms
of the entire society or nation. The assumption is that the meaning
of history is to be found in the movement of the whole social order.
In the New Testament, the new corporate reality is not society at
large, but rather the reconstituted people of God, who by the grace
of God can bring into being the brotherhood community. With the
converted, committed, sharing and disciplined people of God as an
example and base, the Christian and the Christians embark on their
larger societal responsibility.
If the concept of the church is not properly understood, it
follows theologically that the church-world or faith-culture relationship will also be misconceived. The result, in this book at least,
is that the ambiguities of social involvement are not always sharply
focused.
I do not agree with every conclusion found in this book, but on
the whole I highly recommend it for your reading.
The lack of theological immersion leaves unanswered two questions that should have been given serious consideration. Does the
Evangelical understanding of the Gospel shape a distinctive Evangelical approach to social problems? Does an understanding of the
Gospel that limits the essence of that faith to individual spiritual
regeneration have an adequate Biblical base for social involvement?
Protest and Politics may be purchased at any of the Christian
Light Book Stores.

dinner was served. Christmas carols were sung
by the group, and games were played.
Miss Ruth Hock of the Mt. Rock congregation has returned to Africa where she has
been a teacher. The new term is starting the
latter part of January. She and Miss Mary Olive
Lady went by air, arriving in time for classes.
The Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church
dedicated a new Christian Education Building
January 19.
ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
On Wednesdav evening, January 1, Rev.
and Mrs. Allon B. Dourte were installed as
pastor to the Conoy Brethren in Christ congregation. Bishop Henry Ginder was in charge
of the service.
The Palmyra Brethren in
an increase in Sunday school
ing 1968 from an average of
215 as the 1968 average. The
increased from 285 to 330.

Christ reported
attendance dur203 in 1967 to
total enrollment

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Falls View, Ontario Christ's Crusaders sponsored a "Drop-in" social in the church basement with musical groups, games and snacks.

The Annual Christmas Eve candlelight service was featured at the Falls View Church also
sponsored by the Christ's Crusaders.
From the Puslinch Community Brethren in
Christ Church news calendar: A special Christmas Candle-lite service was held on December
22. There was a play by the young people,
special music, all climaxed with Handel's
"Hallelujah Chorus."
The Virginiatown area in northern Ontario
was visited by Bishop Sider during the first
weekend in November. The activities planned
during this visit were a Halloween Party for
the youth on Saturday night at which Bishop
Sider spoke; a baptismal service for four on
Sunday afternoon; and a service at Larder
Lake in the evening. Larder Lake had its first
Lovefeast on November 16 with Pastor Eldon
Byer in charge.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The W M P C at Valley Chapel, Ohio, used
the money collected for missionary Christmas
gifts to purchase 57 lbs. of Swiss cheese for
the staff at the Navajo Mission. The report
is that there is difficulty in finding this luxury
in that part of New Mexico.
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From the Nappanee
Brethren
in Christ
church bulletin: The adults begin a study on
the subject: "Mental Health for Christians."
The book used is Struggle for Peace by Dr.
Henry
Brandt,
an outstanding
Christian
physchologist.
The Chestnut Grove Brethren in Christ, Ashland, Ohio, began their new year with a
"change of pace." The mid-week service was
divided into three segments. T h e children met
in the basement of the church. The adults who
wished to share in a Bible study met in the
sanctuary. Those adults who wished to participate in discussion involving life and its
problems (and their solutions) met at the
Dale Dohner, Jr. home.
PACIFIC CONFERENCE
Rev. and Mrs. Amos Buckwalter left the
latter part of January for Grants Pass, Oregon,
where Rev. Buckwalter was installed as pastor
of the Grants Pass congregation.
Mr. and Mrs. Noah H. Musser were honored
with a reception celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary, December 29, in the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church fellowship hall.

DEHN—John Charles, born September 8,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dehn, Clarence
Center congregation, New York.
GORMAN—Abbey Jane, born to Mr. and Mrs.
Eugene Gorman, December 25, 1968, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
LOFTHOUSE—Ruth and Alvin Lofthouse announce the final adoption of David Charles,
born November 18, 1967, Cheapside congregation, Ontario.
LONG—Beth Renee, born November 3,; 1968,
to Rev. and Mrs. Richard L. Long, Cedar
Springs congregation, Pa.
PITTMAN—Michelle Lee, b o m December 29,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Pittman, Five
Forks congregation, Pa.
SCHIEDEL—Colin Wayne, born December 14,
1968, to Rev. and Mrs. Wayne Schiedel, Rosebank congregation, Ontario.
STOLTZFUS—Jeffrey Lee, born October 24,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stoltzfus, Grantham
congregation, Pa.
ZOOK—Catherine Ann, born December 30,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Zook, Sippo
congregation, Ohio.
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BIGHAM-HAGER—Miss Norma Hager, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Hager, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Mr. Lee Bigham, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Elmer Bigham, Fayetteville, Pa.,
were united in marriage November 30, 1968,
in the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church
with Pastor LeRoy B. Walters officiating.

Hosting the event were their children,
Frances A. Musser of Cucamonga; Mr. and
Mrs. David W. Musser, and Dr. and Mrs.
Glenn Hoffman, all of Pennsylvania; and Mr.
and Mrs. John Musser of Upland.
Two hundred twenty-five relatives and
friends were in attendance. Guests included
Mrs. Mary Mann of Jerome, Idaho, Mrs. Elva
Cooley, Abilene, Kansas, Miss Martha Engle
and Mrs. Phares Engle, both of Vinita, Oklahoma. The honored couple were married
December 31, 1918 near Abilene, Kansas by
Bishop J. N. Engle. They are members of the
Upland Brethren in Christ congregation.
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BARRETT—David Mark, born November 15,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Barrett, Grantham, Pa., congregation.
BERG—Sheryl Renea to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Berg, November 4, 1968, Sippo congregation,
Ohio.
BORELL—Bruce Edward, born November 4,
1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Greg Borell, Orrville,
Ohio, Sippo congregation.
CLIMENHAGA—Matthew Marion, born October 20, 1968, to Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Climenhaga, Clarence Center congregation, New

York.
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CARBAUGH-WITTLINGER — Miss Lois Wittlinger, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. C. O.
Wittlinger, Grantham, Pa., and Mr. Gary Carbaugh, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dale Carbaugh,
Lancaster, Pa., were united in marriage November 28, 1968, in the Grantham Brethren
in Christ Church with Pastor LeRoy B. Walters
officiating.
FERGUSON-BROWN—On November 16, 1968,
at the Brethren in Christ Church, Collingwood,
Ontario, the marriage of William David Ferguson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ferguson,
Collingwood, Ontario, and Betty Jean Brown,
daughter of Mrs. Brown of Markdale, Onttario, was solemnized by Bishop E. J. Swalm.
GARLING-NEWCOMER—Miss Judith Annette
Newcomer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Emory
E. Newcomer, Zullinger, Pa., became the bride
of Ronald LeRoy Garling, son of Mrs. Sara
Garling, Zullinger, Pa., December 2 1 , 1968,
in a candlelight service. The ceremony was
performed by Rev. Elwood Bair.
GROFF-HOOVER — Miss Marjorie
Hoover,
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Hoover,
Grantham, Pa., and Mr. David Groff, son of
Mr. Elmer Groff, Manheim, Pa., were united
in marriage December 1, 1968, in the
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with Dr.
Kenneth B. Hoover, father of the bride, officiating assisted by Pastor LeRoy B. Walters.
HILL-ALBRECHT—Miss
Nancy Marie Albrecht, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Menno Albrecht, Petersburg, Ontario, became the bride
of Mr. Donald Bruce Hill, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Alex Hill, Allenford, Ontario, November
30, 1968, at the Rosebank Brethren in Christ
church, Rev. Wayne Schiedel officiating.

HOOVER-JONES—Miss Judy Jones, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Jones, Mono Road,
Ontario, became the bride of Mr. Charles
Hoover, son of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Hoover,
Jarvis, Ontario, July 26, 1968, in the Brethren
in Christ Church, Cheapside, Ontario with
Rev. Paul Nigh officiating.
PAINTER-MERLO—Janet Arlene Merlo, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. Thomas Merlo, Fanwood, N. J., and Larry Jacob Painter, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry J. Painter, Palmyra, Pa., were
united in marriage on December 14, 1968,
in the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, Fanwood, N. J. The ceremony was performed by
the bride's pastor, Dr. George Hund, assisted
by the pastor of the groom, Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
STOLTZFUS-NOLT—Miss Martha A. Nolt,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harlan M. Nolt,
East Petersburg, Pa., became the bride of Mr.
Benuel Stoltzfus, son of Mr. and Mrs. Eli S.
Stoltzfus, Honey Brook, Pa., December 7, 1968,
in the Manheim Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Clifford Lloyd officiating.
THIELE-MOORE—Miss Joan Elaine Moore,
daughter of Pastor and Mrs. D. M. Moore,
Meath Park, Saskatchewan, became the bride
of Dewey Charles Thiele, son of Mr. and Mrs.
C. Thiele, Churchbridge, Saskatchewan, D e cember 22, 1968, with Rev. R. Lofthouse and
the bride's father officiating.
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BRUBAKER—Henry B. Brubaker, born March
25, 1867, passed away December 28, 1968, at
the age of 101 years. He had been a guest of
the Messiah Home for twenty years. He was
married to Annie T. Heisey to which union
were born six children. His wife passed away
in 1934. He is survived by Lydia H. Hare,
Allen, Pa.; Rev. Henry H. Brubaker, Upland,
Calif.; Mervin H., Mechanicsburg, Pa. A son,
Howard, died in infancy and Edna H. Hare
and Emma H. Kreider predeceased him. In
addition h e is survived by six grandchildren
and eleven great-grandchildren. H e was married to Leah Klinedinst who predeceased him
in 1949.
Services were held at the Messiah Home
Chapel with the Rev. Titus Books officiating.
Interment was in the Mechanicsburg Mausoleum.
COWAN—Scott Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Leon Cowan, Clarence Center, New York, was
born May 19, 1962, and passed away suddenly
October 13, 1968, following a lawn mower
accident. Scott attended the Clarence Center
Simday school with his brothers, Howard, Dale
and Roger.
Funeral services were held in the Ludwick
Funeral Home with Pastor Jesse Lady in
charge. Interment was in the Clarence Center
Cemetery.
CRIDER—Anna Mary Crider, born September
27, 1905, passed away at the Menno Haven
Nursing Home December 8, 1968. Her husband preceded her in death May 29, 1967.
She was a member of the Green Spring
Brethren in Christ Church.
Surviving are eight daughters, Mrs. John
Musser, Carlisle, Pa.; Mrs. Cameron Nickel,
Newville, Pa.; Mrs. Leroy Gettle, Shippensburg, Pa.; Mrs. David Wingert, Chambersburg,
Pa.; Mrs. Gerald Strite, Chambersburg, Pa.;
Mrs. Jesse Alleman, Chambersburg, Pa.; Mrs.
Stanley Brubaker, Westfield, Pa.; Mrs. Sheldon
Grove, Chambersburg, Pa.; and four sons: John
A., Abram D., and Irvin M., Shippensburg,
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Pa.; and Monroe C. of Chambersburg, Pa.
Also 48 grandchildren.
Funeral services were held in the Air Hill
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John L.
Rosenberry officiating. Interment in the Air
Hill Cemetery.
ENGLE—Mary Jane Engle was born June 19,
1906, in Middletown, Pa., and passed away at
the Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pa., December
13, 1968. She accepted Christ early in life and
was a member of the Messiah Home Chapel
Brethren in Christ Church. Surviving is one
brother, Ralph, Hummelstown, Pa.; and one
sister, Mrs. Roy Gingrich, Palmyra, Pa.
Funeral services were held at the Messiah
Home Chapel, with Rev. William Rosenberry
and Rev. T. M. Books in charge. Interment was
in the Hummelstown Cemetery.
GESSAMAN—J. Aaron Gessaman, born August
16, 1901, passed away December 11, 1968 at
the Waynesboro, Pa., Hospital. He was the
son of the late Josiah F . and Elva Rodgers
Gessaman.
In addition to his widow, Mrs. C. Maude
Kipe Gessaman, he is survived by these children: Joseph, Thurmont, Md.; Aaron, Jr., and
Mrs. Claude Gladhill, both of Fairfield, Pa.;
and John of Waynesboro, Pa. Also surviving
are 12 grandchildren, one great-grandchild,
four sisters, and one brother. Private graveside
rites were held with Rev. Virgil N. Books in
charge. Interment in Jacob's Cemetery.
GORDON—Mrs. M. Agnes Gordon was born
May 17, 1900, at Everett, Pa., the daughter of
Simon and Ann Marck Smith. She was united
in marriage to Elmer J. Gordon who preceded
her in death September 9, 1959.
Surviving are the following children: Mrs.
Audrey Dilling, Roaring Spring, Pa.; Mrs.
Dorothy Deluce, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Eugene Gordon and Robert Gordon, both of Riddlesburg,
Pa.; Mrs. Edna Foor, Baltimore, Md.; also 13
grandchildren, three brothers, and one sister.
Mrs. Gordon was converted in a tent meeting
held at Riddlesburg, Pa. Funeral services were
held in the Brethren in Christ Church at Riddlesburg with Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating.
Interment in the Everett Cemetery.
H I L E - H . Otis Hile was born April 19, 1904,
in Saxton, Pa., and passed away December 8,
1968. He was the son of Charles and Ida May
Hile. He was united in marriage to Delia Dick,
March 8, 1926, in Saxton.
Surviving are his wife and these children:
Gerald Hile and Mrs. Judy Black of Harrisburg, Pa.; Gene and Max Hile, Upland, California; Mrs. Lillian Woomer, Broad Top, Pa.;
Mrs. Dorcas Myers of Roxbury, Pa.; and Joseph
and Kenneth of Middletown, Pa. Also 24
grandchildren, two brothers and four sisters
survive. Funeral services were held in the
Brethren in Christ Church, Saxton with Rev.
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment was in the
Grandview Cemetery.
PEARSON—Deborah
Linn
Pearson,
born
March 24, 1961, Dallas Center, Iowa, passed
away November 7, 1968. Deborah met with a
tragic death, perishing when her home burned.
She was the daughter of Robert and Marylin
Pearson; also surviving are two brothers and
one sister. Services were held in the Dallas
Center Brethren in Christ Church with Pastor
H. Melvin Boose officiating. Interment was in
the Brethren Cemetery.
O'NEAL—Dana Shawn O'Neal, infant son of
Michael and Mary O'Neal, New Enterprise,
Pa., born November 2 1 , 1968, died the same
day in' the Bedford Memorial Hospital. In
addition to his parents he is survived by one
sister, Paulette. Graveside services were con-
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ducted at the Yellow Creek Reformed Church
Cemetery, Hopewell, Pa., with Rev. Bedsaul
Agee officiating.
SWITZER — Aaron Switzer, son of Gottlieb
Switzer, was born July 12, 1893, at Thomas,
Oklahoma and died December 20, 1968 at the
age of 75 years. In 1915 he was united in
marriage to Annie G. Eyster. To this union
were born five sons and one daughter. Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Annie Switzer, four sons,
Ira, Harry and Aaron L. of Thomas, Okla.;
Paul of Albuquerque, N. M.; and one daughter,
Marilyn (Mrs. Richard Allen), Boston, Mass.;
16 grandchildren, one great-grandson, and one
brother.
Funeral services were conducted in the
Thomas Brethren in Christ Church by Pastor
Henry F . Landis assisted by Rev. Mervin
, Crawford. Interment was in the Bethany
Cemetery.
COBER—George Cober, born Jan. 20, 1882,
at Cherrywood, Ontario, died August 1, 1968
at the Listowel Hospital. On December 5, 1906,
he was united in marriage to Annie Reesor
who survives with three daughters: Martha,
Mrs. Joseph Wideman, Stouffville; Mary and
Ada, Mrs. Clifford L. Winger, both of Gormley; six grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren also survive. In May, 1908, he was
baptized and united with the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church, Gormley, Ontario.
Funeral services were conducted in the Heise
Hill Church by Rev. E. C. Flewelling, Rev.
Alvin L. Winger and Rev. J. R. Steckley. Interment in Heise Hill Cemetery.
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"Vitamin R" Prescribed by
Physician Columnist
For insomnia, neuroticism and peptic ulcers,
the best antidote is "Vitamin R," namely "Religion," according to Dr. George W. Crane.
In response to Case H-573, the doctor said
that when people worship colored tablets and
bottled medicines they are growing idolatrous.
"Indeed, the rise of psychiatry is an indirect indictment of the decline in religion,"
Dr. Crane said. "A firm partnership with the
Almighty gives you a wider, cosmic perspective. This dwarfs petty daily irritations. It then
lets you fall asleep without knocking yourself
out with a chemical club inside your cranium.
"Get on God's team so you can then relax
at .night by asking Him to take over the night
'shift for you," the journalist physician stated.
Boston's Oldest Churches Merge
The First and Second Unitarian Universalist
Churches, oldest congregations in the city of
Boston, plan to merge and build a new complex of buildings in the city's Back Bay.
The site is the same as that occupied by
First Church before it was destroyed by fire
last March.
The churches were founded by the first
Puritans. Such famous figures in American
history as Paul Revere, John Winthrop, John
Cotton, Charles Francis Adams, Henry David
Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Cotton
Mather attended the churches.
Missionaries Urged to Employ
Public Health Services
Medical missionaries can extend their influence and services on the field with more
effective use of public health measures, some
350 missionaries, physicians, dentists, nurses
and medical personnel in training were told at
the 5th International Convention on Missionary Medicine held on Wheaton College
Campus.

Dr. Warren L. Berggren, assistant professor
of applied tropical public health in Haiti for
the Harvard School of Public Health, added
that "successful public health programs can
greatly relieve mission hospitals for broader
service."
Dr. Donald A. McGavran, dean of the
graduate School of World Mission and Institute
of Church Growth of Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., praised the valiant efforts of medical missionaries.
"Two billion have yet to believe," the missions analyst asserted. ". . . No other group of
twice your number is as influential in the
church abroad as you are," h e told the conventioners.
"Triumph of the Squares"
The space flight of Apollo 8 was described
by a NASA official as "the triumph of the
squares—the guys with computers and slide
rules who read the Bible on Christmas eve."
Whether squares or not, it is generally
agreed that tire three astronauts and their
families are sincerely dedicated Christians who
take prayer seriously.
Col. Frank Borman, who commanded the
flight, is an Episcopal lay reader. It was he
who decided to read the Genesis account of
Creation as the astronauts' Christmas greeting
to the people of Earth.
Just seven minutes after the splashdown in
the Pacific Ocean the family of Major Bill
Anders, a Roman Catholic, gathered for a Mass
of thanksgiving in their home, offered by a
family friend, Father Dennis Berry.
The third member of the Apollo 8 crew,
Navy Capt. James Lovell, is a regular communicant in the Episcopal church of St. John
in La Porte, Texas.
Mrs. Lovell had begun the day of her husband's return the same way she had started the
day when he left on the moon-orbiting flight
—by receiving Holy Communion at an Episcopal church.
Americans Lead in Fundamental
Beliefs Poll
The number of Americans in the U.S. convinced of God's existence and the fact of an
after-life and a hell exceeds by far the percentages with similar beliefs among people of
11 other nations, says the Gallup pollsters.
The agency said 98 per cent of Americans
questioned said they believe in God, but the
percentage is under 80 per cent in five other
nations surveyed and is 60 per cent in Sweden.

101st N.H.A. Convention
St. Louis, Missouri—April 9-11
Entering the second century of its
history the National Holiness Association
will feature its 101st convention in St.
Louis, Missouri, April 9-11, 1969, at
the Sheraton-Jefferson Hotel.
Orval Butcher, from San Diego, California, will again be in charge of the
musical program throughout the convention.
Among the special speakers at the
convention will be Dennis Kinlaw, president of Asbury College; Otho Jennings,
professor at Olivet College; Earle Wilson,
pastor from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania;
Eugene Stowe, general superintendent
of the Church of the Nazarene; and
Myron F . Boyd, N.H.A. president and
bishop of the Free Methodist Church.
The theme of the convention is
"God's Will for All."
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Three persons in every four in the U.S. said
they believe in life after death but the percentage falls to 38 in Britain, Austria and
Sweden and to 35 in France.
Six Americans in every 10 believe in the
existence of the devil, the poll indicates, but
in Britain and Sweden only 21 per cent do so
and in France the percentage stands at 17.
Periodicals Merge as Churches Unite
Three church papers will disappear in
February and a new magazine will be b o m in
March. The changes will take place as a result of the merger of the United Missionary
Church and the Missionary Church Association
scheduled for March, 1969.
Involved are the 91-year-old Gospel Banner
and the 31-year-old Missionary Banner of the
United Missionary Church and the two-yearold Emphasis of the Missionary Church Association.
The three papers will be merged into a new
publication also to be known as Emphasis. It
will be the official organ of the new denomination which will be called The Missionary
Church. Emphasis will be a 20-page magazine
published twice a month at church headquarters in Fort Wayne. Circulation will be more
than 13,000. Editor will be Rev. Weldon O.
Klopfenstein with Mr. Storms serving as associate editor. Mr. Klopfenstein is a former
teacher at Fort Wayne Bible College with
considerable experience in the field of journalism.
Columbian Press Hails
Evangelical Parade
El Tiempo, Colombia's leading newspaper,
carried a three-column story about ths "Bible
Parade" in Bogota, the capital city, Dec. 16
which marked the close of 1968 Evangelismin-Depth campaigns throughout the nation.
"Thirty
thousand
evangelicals
paraded
through the center of Bogota, saluting President Lleras and reiterating their determination
to support the government and obey the laws,"
the report stated.
The paper acknowledged the parade as the
greatest display of united evangelical effort
and acceptance ever known—this in a nation
where less than 15 years ago Protestant activities outside buildings dedicated for worship
were forbidden.
Lutherans May Open
Communion to Children 10, 11
To encourage greater participation by youth
in the activities of their congregations, three
major U.S. Lutheran groups have begun to
consider a proposal to admit children to holy
communion before they are confirmed as
church members.
If decreed, the church law would constitute
the first major change in Lutheran practice
concerning holy communion since the time of
Martin Luther.
Under the plan being studied, confirmation,
or the rite by which individuals are received
as adult members of the church, would be
postponed from the age of 12 or 14 to about
15 ,or 16. At the same time, children would
be permitted to receive the sacrament of holy
communion during fifth grade, or at about the
age of. 10 or 11. First communion is now delayed in many Protestant churches until the
time of confirmation.
Wycliffe Announces Midwestern
Center .Project
Wycliffe Bible Translators has purchased 65
acres of land in Dallas, Texas, to develop what
officials call a major midwestern center.
Located at the southwestern corner of the
city, the building complex will be used for
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a year-round linguistic training program conducted by the Summer Institute of Linguistics.
It will also eventually be the site of a museum
housing artifacts and original, first-time translations and educational materials produced for
the 440 tribal groups in which Wycliffe's
linguists are now working.
Part of the acreage will be reserved for
future retirement facilities built for members
of the agency.
Hawaii Court Strikes Down "Child-Benefit"
Theory in School Case
The Supreme Court of Hawaii has rejected
the "child-benefit theory" as an excuse to
furnish bus transportation to church schools at
taxpayers' expense.
Noting that the state's constitution provides
that no public funds shall be "appropriated
for support or benefit of any sectarian or private educational institution/' Chief Judge
Richardson ruled against the Spears vs. Honda
case.
T h s Board of Education had subsidized bus
transportation to school children attending both
public and sectarian schools. The Board argued
that the bus subsidy law constituted "support
or benefit" to school children attending church
schools, not to the schools. The argument is
known as the "child-benefit theory."
Dr. Elson, Presbyterian,
Named Senate Chaplain
Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, pastor of Washington's National Presbyterian Church, will be
the U.S. Senate's chaplain for the next two
years. He succeeds Dr. Frederick Brown Harris, 83, who held the post for 24 years.
Bible Serves as Ploy
In Mid-East Debate
Religion in general—and the Bible in particular—is often a topic in U.N. debates on the
Middle East.
The year-end Security Council session on
the Athens and Beirut airports incidents proved
no exception.
Referring to the Soviet record of aggression
and Soviet admonishments of Israeli retaliations against Arab terrorism, Israeli Ambassador Yosef Tekoah asked the USSR's Ambassador Yakov Malik to reflect on an ancient
Hebrew saying: "Taunt not your neighbor with
your own blemish."
This provoked Saudi Arabian Ambassador
Jamil Baroody, a recognized expert in both
Old and New Testament as well as the Koran,
to answer in kind.
He told Mr. Tekoah to note a New Testament passage, "You see the thorn that is in
your brother's eye, but you do not see the
beam which is in your own."
Telling the Council that Christ is credited
with this statement, Ambassador Baroody also
noted that Christ "was a Semite, incidentally.
He was not from Eastern Europe."
The last reference was to Mr. Baroody's
contention, often stated in the Council, that
those who rule Israel today are descendants of
the Khazars of Eastern Europe who converted
to Judaism only in the seventh century after
Christ.
Said the Arab diplomat: "They are no more
Semites than a Scandinavian who embraced
Christianity, or for that matter Judaism or
Islam, is a Semite. They can never make a
nationality out of a religion in the 20th Century.

"In fact, they are a conglomeration of peoples from everywhere. Due to an unfortunate
situation in Europe in the Second World War,
they huddled together under the banner of
Israel."
Ambassador Tekoah of Israel was born in
South Africa. So was the Israeli Foreign Minister Abba Eban.
ADA Proposes Guaranteed Job
For Willing Workers
Americans for Democratic Action has proposed federal guarantees to assure all U.S.
families an annual income of at least $5,200.
In its 1989 legislative program, released Jan.
8, ADA declared all persons who want to work
should be guaranteed jobs through an annual
$5 billion federal program, and said that for
those who cannot work a nation-wide comprehensive income program—based solely on
need—should be established.
Romney Suggests Church Schools
Drop Out of "Secular Education"
Gov. George Romney, soon to become a
member of President-elect Richard M. Nixon's
cabinet, has urged church-related schools in
Michigan to concentrate on religious instruction and send their pupils to public schools
for their "secular education."
The startling proposal made by the man
named by Mr. Nixon to be his Secretary of
Housing and Urban Affairs came in a farewell television address to Michigan's citizens.
"I suggest that we seriously consider whether
it would not be more desirable to leave secular education to the state," Gov. Romney said,
"with the churches—all the churches—concentrating their efforts on expanding weekday religious and moral instructions on a more formal
and systematic basis for all the children of
their faith.
Catholics, Protestants Clash
f
In Ulster March
On a 73-mile march protesting demonstrating for fairer housing allocations and universal
suffrage in local elections, Roman Catholics
were driven into back roads and country lanes
by Protestants in a nervous confrontation here.
The situation was worsened later by an
explosion near Tomme Bridge along the route
of the imrch. The blast wrecked a memorial
to a Catholic hero, Roddy McCorley, who was
hanged at the bridge for his part in the Irish
uprising of 1798. A total of 120 persons were
injured by the time the march ended in Londonderry.
"One man, one vote, means the Catholics
would rule Ulster and then all Ireland," said
one Protestant protestor.
One third of Northern Ireland's 1.5 million
people are Catholics.
NAE Vietnam Refugee
Center Re-Opened
The Christian Vocation Training Center of
the World Relief Commission, seized a year
ago by Vietcong during the Tet offensive, has
been re-opened to serve more than 20,000
refugees living in five camps near Hue.
The operation includes an elementary school,
a vocational training center and a farm and
animal-husbandry division, according to W R C
executive vice president Everett S. Graffam.
There are currently 150 elementary school
pupils and 200 others learning a trade here.
Literacy for adults, Vietnamese history and
Bible are also taught.
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